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EDITORIAL NOTES 



One of the meetings which is held in conjunction with the 
Department of Superintendence should have the support of all who 
. . are interested in the promotion of scientific studies 

Yearbook of the 0I education. This is the meeting of the National 
National Society Society for the Study of Education. This society has 
for the Study of f or a numDer f years prepared an elaborate yearbook 
which is made the basis of the discussions at the 
meeting. The Eleventh Yearbook, which will be issued shortly and 
put into the hands of members of this organization, deals with 
typical experiments in industrial education, and with agricultural 
education in secondary schools. It is not the function of this 
Journal to discuss the second half of this program, although atten- 
tion may be called in passing to the fact that a number of able 
contributors have been secured to write on agricultural education 
in secondary schools. The first half of the Yearbook, which deals 
with industrial education, will describe in detail certain of the 
current practices in elementary schools which have attempted to 
solve the problem of industrial education. A section will be devoted 
to pre-vocational industrial training in the seventh and eighth 
grades. Superintendent Mirick of Indianapolis will give an account 
of his observations in this field. Mr. M. W. Murray, director of 
the Independent Industrial School at Newton, Mass., will give 
in another section a report on intermediate, independent, or 
separate industrial schools. Charles F. Perry, superintendent of 
industrial education at Milwaukee, Wis., will give an account of 
the trade schools. Meyer Bloomfield, director of the Vocational 
Bureau of Boston, Mass., will discuss vocational guidance. Other 
contributors will discuss vocational high schools, the part-time 
co-operative plan, and continuation schools. The volume promises 
to give in a definite, concrete way an account of what is going 
on in different parts of the country, that will supplement the 
literature already prepared on this general topic in a very important 
sense. As the secretary of the association points out in his preface, 
educators in different parts of the country may be acquainted with 
what is going on in their own immediate surroundings, but they are 
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likely to be ignorant of the experiments that are being tried at 
remote points. A limitation of the same general type applies to 
most of the commission reports. A report prepared in the eastern 
part of the United States is likely to omit consideration of much 
that is being done in the central part of the country and in the 
West. The Yearbook of the National Society promises to bring 
together a much wider range of information than is collected in 
most of the reports on this subject. 

The collection of material of this sort is distinctly the business 
of some society. It is quite impossible for any individual to secure 
The Function ^ ne co-operation of the kind of writers who are willing 
and Member- to contribute to a general report which is to be issued 
ship of the through a society. This Yearbook should have a very 
Society ytide currency, and the meeting itself should attract 

the interest and attention of all who are seriously engaged in solving 
this problem. The National Society has had a long and influential 
history. Its future depends upon the support which can be brought 
to it by those who are interested in making investigations of the type 
represented in this Yearbook. It is the one organization that has 
devoted itself regularly to the serious study of a single problem each 
year. It is made up of practical school people and students of educa- 
tion in college departments and in normal schools, and is therefore 
one of the most democratic organizations dealing with education. 
It is smaller than the general Department of Superintendence or the 
general National Education Association, and consequently can do a 
type of work which these larger organizations must delegate to sec- 
tions or even omit entirely because of lack of funds. The National 
Society has a series of publications which produce enough income 
to warrant the preparation each year of an elaborate handbook. 

The annual meeting of the Northern Illinois Superintendents' 

and Principals' Association will this year take up for its discussion 

a report prepared by the Committee of Seven. This 
Northern .... . .... r ,. 

Illinois Super- organization had as its special subject of discussion 

intendents' and last year a program of nature-study courses which 
Principals' j^ been prepared during the preceding twelve months 
by the standing Committee of Seven. The com- 
mittee consists this year of the following members: Chairman, 
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I. B. Meyers, Francis W. Parker School; Secretary, H. A. Bone, 
superintendent, Batavia, Illinois; Dr. Charles A. McMurry, 
DeKalb Normal School; Superintendent C. M. Bardwell, Aurora, 
Illinois; Dr. 0. T. Caldwell, University of Chicago; Dr. D. A. Tear, 
principal, Gladstone School, Chicago; Superintendent Edward F. 
Worst, Joliet, Illinois. The Executive Committee has directed the 
committee for this year to make a study of educational practices in 
various schools, and to embody their observations in a complete 
report. The reports will be on history, geography, and science. 
Each member of the committee is to study at least three schools, 
and the report will contain the accounts of the practices of the 
different schools observed. Many of the earlier reports of this 
organization have been somewhat theoretical in character. This 
statement may very properly be made with regard to the nature- 
study course which was proposed last year. The present effort 
of the committee is to get as much definite information from 
school experience as can be obtained and to make this the basis 
for a pointed discussion of the methods and content of instruction 
in the elementary schools. It is expected that reports of the work 
of this committee will be printed in the Elementary School Teacher. 

The editors of this journal wish to call the attention of all 
former students and instructors of the University of Chicago to 
Chicago Dinner tne dinner which will be held in conjunction with the 
at St. Louis in Department of Superintendence at St. Louis, on the 
February evening of Wednesday, February 28, at the Mercantile 

Club, corner of Seventh and Locust streets, at 6 :3c All who have 
ever been connected with the University are invited to attend this 
dinner. Reports will be made by members of the faculty of the 
work of the year, and it is hoped that the occasion will bring together 
former members of the institution from all parts of the country. 
At the Mobile meeting a similar dinner brought together forty 
former members of University classes. 



